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Presidentõs Message February 2010 December 5, 2009 was a momentous day in 

the history of New Jersey Cavalry. The colors of the 5 th  Squadron 117 th  Cavalry were 

retired during the Change of C ommand ceremony for LTC Dean Spenzos  and LTC 

Ed Chrystal .  

    Born in the global conflict of Second World War, in 1943, the 2 nd  Squadron of the 
102 nd  Cavalry Group was sent from England to North Af rica where it was 

redesignated the 117 th  Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (Mecz) and would go on to 

serve with distinction in North Africa, Italy, France , Germany  and Austria . It would 

take over six decades and a reorganization to reunite the heritage and lineage of the 

5 th  Squadron 117 th  Cavalry with the 2 nd  Battalion 102 nd  Armor for service again in a 
new global struggle, this time the global war against terrorism in Operation Iraqi 

Freedom.  

    Units that had shared a common history were again joined in to a new unit , when 

the colors of the 5 th  Squadron 117 th  Cavalry were folded for the last time by a host of its former members and 

the colors of the new 1 st  Squadron 102 nd  Cavalry were unfurled. It was a great moment for all New Jersey 

Cavalrymen.  
    Wit h the New Year come new opportunities, for our 117 th Cavalry Association .  We continue to recognize 

our members for their service to our communities, state and nation when we come together for our upcoming 

2010 Biennial Reunion scheduled for Saturday , 23 October 2010. It promises to be a great event and will be a 

time for all of those in attendance to socialize, remember and honor all of the cavalry troopers who have 

served in the 50 th  Reconnaissance Battalion, the 5 th  Squadron 117 th Cavalry and now the 1 st  Squadron 102 nd , 

Cavalry and all the units that share their collective heritage. As usual our formal dinner will take place at 
Gibbs Hall, Fort Monmouth on Saturday evening at 7PM. It will be a time to honor members of our 117 th  
Cavalry Association  who have made significant contributions to our association and its membership. All 

Reunions must have a theme. This yearõs 2010 Biennial Reunion is dedicated to all our members who have 
been mobilized during Operations Noble Eagle, Enduring Freedom  and mo st recently Operation Iraqi Freedom . 

    There is much planned for our upcoming 2010 Biennial Reunion. What can you do to insure that the 

reunion is a success? Simple, come to the reunion. Call friends, who you served with, encourage them to 
come to the re union. Itõs a time to renew friendships. Once there, Iõm sure youõll see many others who you 

have served with. Reunions are a time to remember those who have dedicated their service in defense of our 

nation, state and community and most importantly have a good time. See you there. This is just the 

beginning of the process that will lead to another great Biennial Reunion. There will be more reunion 
information at our upcoming 117 th  Cavalry Association  meeting on February 6, 2010.  

    I would also encourage a ll of you to continue to show your support in your sponsorship of our newsletter 
The SPUR. Many of you have made and continue to make donations to help defray the cost of publication and 

its mailing. Thanks to all of you for your generosity in support of o ur associationõs many initiatives in support 

of all our members and especially the current members of the 1 st  Squadron 102 nd  Cavalry.  

    I h ope to see many of you  Friday night at 7:30 PM on February 5, 2010 at the Heritage Room of the 

Westfield, NJ Armor y. 

 
 Show ôem the Way!   

 

Dennis  
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From the Editor ð Phil Notestine So much has happened since the last issue that  I 

decided that it would be best for our Association and subscribers to do another 
Special Edition , rather than have you wait for the Spring 2010 issue. As you will read, 

our November meeting was meaty  and rich; the best in years. We honored  guests who 
had travelled hundreds of miles, and reconnected with old comrades. Also in 
November, the President o f France, through the Consulate in NYC,  decorated Class of 
õ41 members LTC (Ret.) Frank Wiswall and Frank Prettyman with the Legion of 
Honor . In early December, we witnessed the 1 -102 nd  Cavalry change of command and 

the retiring of the 117 th  Cavalry colors . Another of our treasured WWII veterans, SSG 
Frank Woods, who we wrote about in the last issue, took his leave for Fiddlerõs 
Green, on Christmas Eve, early in the morning , at home with loved ones . My friend 

and òconsultantó CPT Paul Seidel was hospitalize d in November , having suffered 

another stroke. Paul was the CO of F Company (tanks) at warõs end. He was a Kansas 

farmer for most of his long life, and is now 95. Wonderful men, theseé 

    I want you all to know that LTC (Ret.) Ken Quaas, our Editor Emeritus, always helps me proof each edition 
of The SPUR! Another item ð Colonel (Ret.) Harold Samsel will be 99 on 24 January 2010! His new telephone 

number is 772 -335 -8135.  
*******  

Regular meeting of the Association held at the Westfield Armory, 6 November 2009 President COL 

Dennis Dougherty opened the meeting with The Pledge of Allegiance and a Moment of Silence for those who 

passed on since last meeting. Our WWII veterans in attendance wer e introduced ð Jim Kane, Arnold Lasner, 

Ed Leonard, Dan Melso, Joe Pocoroba and LTC Frank Wiswall, USAF (Ret.).  
    Phil Notestine spoke of the French Legion of Honor  being awarded to Arnold Lasner on 30 September 2009 

at the French Consulate, NYC. He also  told about the role that Association member LTC Patrick du Tertre, 

Army of France (Reserves) has had in supporting nominations of WWII veterans who served in France, 
Territories of France or in French waters. The colonel is also a founding member of The French will Never 
Forget (see a web-based video by going here: http://www.malaurie.com/frenchamericanfriendship/index1.php?id=60   ) 

    COL Dougherty welcomed the Northern NJ AUSA Chapter attendees (this was a 
combined AUSA & 117 th  Cavalry Association  meeting) and also representatives of the 

newly activated 1 -38 th  Cavalry, namely 1LT Brendan Bowers and SSG Ken Pilkent on, 
who were prese nt to receive the WWII 38 th  Cavalryõs original 48 star Old Glory , our 

Nationõs beloved flag.  
  < Writer Harry Yeide (WWII Books Steeds of SteeléTank Destroyer séSeparate Tank 
Battalions é and others) gave a stirring outline of the WWII histories of the 38th , 102 nd  

and 117 th  Cavalry Squadrons. Our WWII veterans were on the edge of their seats; 

memories stirred and juices flowing! Our WWII veterans were reintroduced and their 

WWII personal stories briefly recounted. Each were warmly and vigorously 
applauded; Hooaah, Ooraah!!!   

    COL Dougherty then initiated the ceremony of 
transferring the WWII Old Glory  from the 117 TH Cavalry Association  to the 

1-38 th  Cavalry Squadron. Representing the Association was Class of õ41 

member and WWII 38 th  Cavalry 1SG James òJimmyó Kane, and 1LT Ryan 

Harty, 1 -102 nd  Cavalry. 1LT Harty is the grandson of WWII 38 th  Cavalry 
1SG Frank Harty (deceased). 1SG Frank Harty was a Class of õ41 

member, a close friend of Jim Kane and a 117 th  Cavalry Association  

member. Travelling from Fort Bra gg to represent the 1 -38 th  Cavalry was 

1LT Bowers and SSG Pilkenton. Bowers presented Dougherty with a 38 th  

Cavalry token coin, an item of significance.  
                                                          (Harty, Kane, Bowers & Pilkenton ) > 

 <   BG (Ret.) Ken Wondrack, a past CO of the 5 -117 th  CAV and LTC Chris Sands 
presented the Order of Saint George  ð Silver Medal  to COL Dougherty for his 
consistently outstanding dedication and leadership of the 117 th  Cavalry 
Association . Both Wondrack and S ands are past presidents of the 117 th Cavalry 
Association  and members of the Order of St. George . 

    COL Dougherty then announced that several members have been named 
Distinguished Member of the Regiment  (DMR) and asked Notestine to say a few 

words about the honorees, all WWII combat veterans of the 117 th  Cavalry 

Reconnaissance Squadron (Mecz). They are CPT Marvin Carlile, 1LT Ed Leonard,  

CPT Paul Seidel and SSG Frank Woods. All served post WWII ð Korean War era 
(stateside) and have been helpful in research and articles for The SPUR. 

http://www.malaurie.com/frenchamericanfriendship/index1.php?id=60
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(Below - Mike Kolozvary receives DMR certificate for his grandfather SSG Frank Woods ) 

                                                             (DMR Ed Leonard) >                                       

   Nancy LaCorte of the 102 nd  CAV FRG was recognized and 

spoke of the recent fundraiser event and the renovation of 
the old NCO Club in the Armory basement. The renovation 

was done for the 1 -102 nd  CAV in gratitude for service and 

sacrifice, by local craftsmen and organizations.  

    In attendance: Arnold Lasner, Frank Wiswall, Edward 

Leonard, Joe Pocoroba, Jim Kane, Dan Melso, Brendan 

Bowers, Ken Pilkenton, Na ncy LaCorte, Don Kondrowski, 
Dave Mormak, Mike Handley, Robert Apgar, Henry 

Forstenhausler, Don Tracy, Rochus Lawrence, Lou 

DiBelardino, John Crescenzi, Mike Hrycak, Chris Sands, 

James Anglim, Lou Dulfer, Ken Wondrack, Phil Notestine, Dennis Dougherty, Bil l 

Gruss, Ken Mahan, Bob Foley, Jim Pressman, Ron Nier, Bruce Maloney, Bri an Maloney, Al Aballo, Dave Ellis, 
Patrick du Tertre, Sandy Goldstein, Michael Harty, Ryan Harty, Harry Yeide, Emil Allgeier; Seton Hall ROTC  

RRC Nicholas Calenicoff, Tanya Calenicoff ; Essex Troop Assn  members Walter Hill, Frank Dulfer; Vietnam 
Veterans of America  Chapter 688 member Rick Harrion; AUSA members Robert Hasanoeddin, Rodolfo 

Pfasnik, Marc Somnolet, Daniel Melson, Pete Monroe, Steven Dazzo, Charles Dazzo, Christopher Caldwel l, Art 

Maggs, Vince Stahl and guests Michael Kolozvary and David Janssen.  

*******  

Class of õ41 luncheon, 6 January 2010 at Gibbs Hall, Fort Monmouth NJ Good spirits and comradeship 
was the order of the day. We shared a room with a local Disabled American Veterans chapter; they led us all 

in the Pledge of Allegiance and a fitting prayer. Especially so, as several 

of our Class of õ41 brothers were ill and unable to attend. Phil Notestine 

brought some pictures that he had received via email from a friend in 

Southern France, Guy JULIEN . Monsieur JULIEN , whose grandparents 

and older family members were witness to the 117 th  Cavalry, leading 
Task Force Butler , fi ghting to liberate towns and villages after the 15 

August 1944 invasion of Southern France - Operation Dragoon . Most of 

the pictures were taken on 19 August 1944 near Dignes ð les - Baines. 

Members of A and B Troops were recognized. The pictures were enjoy ed 
and caused a lot of discussion! They are from òArchives communales de 
Dignes -les-Bains, 10 FI fonds Guy S Reymond  (1939 -45)ó. We are most 

grateful to Guy JULIEN ! 
    These are a few of themécan you 

name anyone? The French were 

overjoyed! Thousands helped us to 

defeat the German and other Axis 

forces.  
 

< Ed Leonard remembers the B 

Troop M-8 AC driver , but the 

nameé? The Jeep is also B Troop > 

 

 
 

 

< The French label of the 

picture of the M -5 tank in 
Dignes is òShort Skirt ó. Some 

gams, eh? Oh, those F 
Company tankers! Gonna 

breach the defenses?  

    Did E Troop always have 

to eat dust? Our crews and 

their M -7 105MM HMC were 
highly effective > 
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    Captain Tom Piddington, CO of A Troop is the young man 

standing by his Jeep. Just two weeks later, he and CPT John Wood 

led their Troops A & B in a courageous and ferocious 12 hour battle 
against much larger Panzer formations at Montrevel. That story was 
told in the Fall issue of The SPUR. > 

    Dennis Dougherty spoke of the 102 nd  Cavalry Change of 

Command and retiring of 117 th  Cavalry colors. He told of the 

planned return of the 1 -150 Assault Helicopter BN from their Iraq 

mission. SGM Ken Mahan added that  a number of the unit were 
with D ð AIR, originally 5 -117 th  CAV and members of the 

Association.  

    Frank Prettyman spoke of his experience at the French Consulate 
in Manhattan, where he an d Frank Wiswall were decorated with the French Legion of Honor  (see following 

article).  

    Walter Hill and Myles Rahill of the Essex Troop Association spoke about planning some upcoming events 
and collaboration in historical research and such. Phil Notestine recommended speaking with our veterans 

and will provide a collection of pictures that we have been accumulating.  
    In attendance: WWII veterans Arnold Lasner, Class of õ41 members Joe Pocoroba and Frank Prettyman; 

Dennis Dougherty, Stan Krenkowitz, Bill & Charlotte Merring, Don Tracy, Ken Mahan, Myles Rahill, Phil 

Notestine and Walter Hill.  

*******  
Frank Prettyman  and Frank Wiswall decorated with the French Legion of 

Honor On 11 November 2009, at the French Consulate, Manhattan NYC. 

Philippe Lalliot, Consul General made the presentations, each preceded by a 
brief accounting of the honoreeõs actions in wartime France. Both were Class of 
õ41 members , B Troopers who  served at Fort Jackson together.  

    When the horses were to be retired and the squadrons fully mechanized, 

Wiswall volunteered for the Army Air Corps. He was commissioned and became 
a bombardier in the 8 th  Air Force, flying 25 combat missions from England in 
the famous Boeing Flying Fortress  - B-17E, F & G models . Most missio ns were 

over France and Germany ; some were vital to the Normandy Invasion  - 
Operation Overlord . He was decorated with the  Distinguished Flying Cross , Air 
Medal with Clusters  and the Legion of Merit . Lieutenant Colonel Wiswall , USAF  

retired after over 38 years , which included the Korean War in B -29õs.                                                                                      
    Frank Prettyman remained in the 102 nd  Cavalry Regiment and was in the 2 nd  

Squadron when it was reorganized into the 117 th  Cavalry Reconnaissance 

Squadron (Mecz) in Algeria . After fighting in Italy, C Troop Platoon Sergeant 
Prettyman led his men of the 2 nd  Platoon in Operation Dragoon , the invasion of 

Southern France, 15 August 1944. The Squadron immediately became the òTip of the Spearó in Task Force 
Butler , seeking and fighting the retreating German Divisions up the Rhone Valley. Platoon Sergeant Prettyman 

was badly wounded while  conducting a recon mission near Lyon on 27  August, 1944. He was evacuated to 
Italy and eventually to the USA, convalescing and rehabilitating f or 18 months. Prettyman was decorated with 
the Bronze Star - Valor  (Italy) and  the  Purple Heart .  

*******  

1-102 nd  Cavalry Regimental Change of Responsibility, Change of Command and Furling, Unfurling of 

Cavalry Colors ð 05 December 2009 Westfield Armory  Many anticipated this event, including our WWII 
veterans who could manage the trip. Class of õ41 men Ed Leonard and Frank Wiswall rode with me, in a Jeep, 

of course, travelling from Morris County in snow and freezing rain. The weather kept other NJ Class of õ41 
men at home. When we arrived at the Westfield Armory, we were greeted by several sharp troopers, who were 

most courteous and eager to help, even after we were seated and settled. One young sergeant remained 

vigilant to help those who might need help wi th stairs. This was much appreciated. We were to witness a 

tradition, a fine and moving ceremony that was crisp, brief and well done.  As an old platoon sergeant, I was 

much impressed by the troop formations and the appearance and disciplineéexcellent and unwavering. We 

were all very proud!  
    Near the end of the overall ceremony was the retiring of the 117 th  Cavalry colors. All those present who had 

served in the glorious 117 th  Cavalry were invited, even urged to come forward to be part of the furling and 

casing. We were many and varied, spanning 6 decades. Ed Leonard was the only trooper there that was with 

the 2 nd  Squadron, 102 nd  Cavalry when it was made a separate unit and be came the 117 th  Cavalry 

Reconnaissance Squadron (Mecz) in Algeria, 30 November 1943.  
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   Ed and Arnold Lasner, also a WWII 117 th  CAV combat veteran were among the several who held the flag as 

it was retired. Arnold is the man in the picture with a finger cat ching a tear. There were others of us with 

similar òmovementsó. 

COL (Ret.) Dougherty, CSM (Ret.) 

Wetzel and Arnold Lasner. CSM 

Tom Decker furls colors. About 

30 stood ôround the flag. 

  

 
 

 

After the ceremonies, food and refreshments were served in room s 

adjacent to the arena. Many repaired to the Heritage Room and bar. 

Squadron Commander LTC Ed C hrystal and CSM Tom Decker took 
some time to meet with WWII veterans and others in the display 

room. The Colonel and Command Sergeant Major spoke freely and 

were proud to carry on the traditions and preserve the heritage of 

the 117 th  and 102 nd  Cavalry Regiments. We were all impressed by 

both of them and all of the officers and men who came forward with 

greetings.  
 

Lasner, C hrystal, Leonard, Decker and Wiswall.  

*******  

CONTINUED ð The WWII History of the 38 th  Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (Mecz) of the 102 nd  

Cavalry Group; from òA Short History of the 38 thé.written by Major Charles Rousek, XO of the 38th  
eff. 8 August 1944  

    18 December 1944  - Meanwhile, by 0900, the pressure on òBó Troop was becoming heavier. The 

enemy threw his whole strength against the òBó Troop line and managed to break through a gap of 

200 yards between the 2 nd  and 1 st platoons, not covered by fire and observation.  

    The attackers continued west to overrun three artillery observation posts and to establish 

themselves in the woods to òBó Troopõs rear. Other elements broke through the 2nd  platoonõs right to 
attack the Troop CP which was defended by Troop Headquarters men.  

    When the òBó Troop commander, Captain Joseph R. Sain, reported this situation, the reserve 

platoon of the Engineer Company was sent to his aid under Captain Meyer of the Squadron Staff.  

    When Captain Sain received these reinforcements, plus two òFó Company tanks, he directed a 

counter -attack with his reinforcements and his own 2 nd  platoon. The counterattack, personally led 
by Lt. Yontz and Sgt. Oxenham, swept forward down the road toward S taffelbusch where the 

penetration had been made. In a viscous small arms fight, the enemy was routed from his 

penetration area and the line was restored. As the enemy retreated, òEó Troopõs observers, S/Sgt. 

Fisher and Sgt. Sullivan, who had partaken in th e counterattack, ceased their rifle fire to set up their 

radio and bring down òEó Troopõs fire on the retreating enemy.  

    While this activity was taking place, the remainder of the line was busy. òFó Companyõs 2nd  
platoon and a patrol of òCó Troop on the  right of the line each observed, and broke up with artillery 

fire small (60 or 70 man) enemy attacks coming from Menzerath. At 1200, S/Sgt. Zukoff, òEó Troop 

FO in the trenches observed four enemy tanks on the Menzerath Hill. He destroyed one with fire from 

òEó Troop, and two with the 186th  FA Battalion. The forth one withdrew. òBó Troopõs 1st platoon was 

protecting its exposed right flank with a combat patrol while the FO, from the 62 nd  FA station, with 

this platoon brought down a heavy concentration on  two companies of infantry attempting to cross 
the railroad to the front, thus stopping this attack. òFó Companyõs 1st and 3 rd  platoons were busy 


